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ABSTRACT

A fundamental spirit of traditiona Chinese culture based on Confu-
cianiam isinclined to hdism. Relevantly Chinese traditiona value sys-
tem considers the principle of the cdlective as its nucleus. Freedom of the
individual must be subordinated to overal interest in this tradition. On
one hand it is beneficia to the unity and fraternity of the nation in an-
cient China on the ather hand it gradually becomes a cord  especidly
in the later stage of the feudal society  which restrains humen being s life
and his subjectivity. From modern timeson  enlightenment campaign  fo-
cusing its attention on the restrain of the individua by hdism has tried
its best to recongtruct the system of values. As a result  how to recognize
the reasonable relation between the cdllective and the individual begins to
be a main problem of socid philosophy. Due to the specia historical en-
vironment and socia contradiction of the Chinas modern times most of
the progressive thinkers influenced by western culture have to devate
themsalves to two fighting fields enlightenment campaign and nationa
salvation movement. Reviewing the idedogica history of modern times
we can see that it is arduous to bresk anay the restrain of hdism in the
debate on the cdlective and individual .

In the Preface  the author analyses the histarical evdution of the re-
lation between the cdlective and individual and its implication as a philo-



sophical problem  and then discusses this debate bath in ancient China
and in the west. A basic thearetical thread which penetrates this debate
since modern times  is aso briefly traced.

In Chapter One the author hdlds that one of the basic characteristics
of Chinas traditional value syssem which is inclined to essentialiam with
its absolute moral principle and structure is to abstract the cdlective as a
metaphysica and universal reason  under which individud existence is
ignored and suppressed. Furthermore  the author probes into the inner
development of Chinas modern philasgphy which has broken away fram
the rules of liberty and the individua is gradually established in the peri-
ad of enlightenment  tagether with recognition of humen being s individual
values during Ming and Qing Dynasty.

In Chapter Two after criticizing the theoretical transformetion of the
Debate on the Cdlective and individual within moral philosophy  the au-
thor paints aut that China s traditional Hdliam is based on patriarchal sys-
tem. The author also paints aut that the dbjective of modern Chinas moral
emancipation is to establish the principle of individual by means of over-
throning morality of the feudal landlord class. This mora emancipation
does nat lead individualisn however the relation between the cdllective
and individua egaism and altruism social morality and persond mordi-
ty is dialectically relocated.

In Chapter Three the authar mekes a thorough inquiry into the
prablem of the cdlective and individual in modern China s pditical sphere
where autocratic monarch lose its widely spread. The maintenance and
unity of the cdlective depends nat on the Kings persond authority any
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more  but on the democratic legal system  and so people should be mes-
ters of the country nat its daves. But in modern China  because of the
national crisis it is gill an unsolved problem concerning the Debate on
the Cdlective and individua personal liberty and country s authority
which is more important to our nation

In Chapter Four  from the perspective of the unity of persona and
socid ided  the author sums up the main paints the Debate on the cdllec-
tive and individual during modern times of China. The principle of the
unity of persona liberty and socid harmony  socialism and humenism”
which Chinas Marxist advocate is a well - considered logical summariza-
tion over this debate. Finally the author paints aut that it is important for
the reconstruction of social value system to thoroughly overhaul the Debate
on the cdlective and individual on the basis of historical reflection.
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